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In '07 the big mixtape news of the year was when DJ Drama got his doors kicked in by the Federales. This year's biggest story belonged to one person, and one person only. Lil Wayne. His dominance on mixtapes in 2007 continued seamlessly into '08. And while that could be the story of the year in itself, there was a little interview I did with Lil Weezy in late Spring that would place both Wayne and my magazine in the center of many a street corner/ barbershop/ internet cyphers. It was featured on the cover and inside other magazines, discussed all over terrestrial and satellite radio, and most importantly played on about “A-Milli” mixtapes.


There's little need to rehash the story in it's entirety here. If you are really in the dark, check out Issue 8 of Foundation Magazine or get your Google on. Here's the short version. I was invited and flown to Atlanta by Weezy's label, Universal, to interview him. During the interview, Wayne's anger at The Empire for leaking the Tha Carter III in it's entirety on The Drought is Over,Vol. 3 spilled over to the mixtape industry as a whole, and he proceeded to curse out me, mixtape DJs, the mixtape game as a whole and then throw my magazine at me before ending the interview. “For him to say that is crazy, because mixtapes have him in the position he is in now,” says The Empire. “I think if he knew the lengths I had to go through in order to get it, he would respect me.”


Mad at The Empire? Fine. But taking on the entire game was just sacrilegious blasphemy. These were the people the supported him and help establish his buzz in the game. Since he and his people knew we were a mixtape magazine and he was fully aware I was recording the interview, I released the audio of the interview. 50 broke it on his website, and it quickly became one of the most talked about interviews of the year.


It was a good look for us both. Wayne clearly believes in the “any press is good press” mantra. Labels should pay attention too, this whole thing kind of nips the “mixtapes kill record sales” thing in the bud. Even when Tha Carter III was leaked two weeks before it's street date (a retaliation move from a mixtape DJ in response to Wayne talking greezy about DJs), he still moved a million units first week. For us, it gave us more publicity then we could have imagined. We made sure our name was always attached to the audio and well, we all know what happens once something becomes available on the internet...

