Cassidy & DJ Thoro

Chris Malo

Issue 4: Foundation Magazine

Catching up with these two was not hard to do. Timing was perfect. They were eager to talk about the success and acclaim of their mixtape The Hustlas Home, as well as Cassidy’s recent album, B.A.R.S.. While most rappers would be making it rain at a club the night after an album drop, these two were in the studio, working on even more product. It isn’t about getting the ball moving, it’s about keeping it moving.


Mixtapes are a dime a dozen. And in 2007 they didn’t even have to pay that dime if you surfed the internet for product. So with a virtual flood of thousands of mixtapes to choose from, what separates the best from the rest? On the one hand you have big name DJs. But that doesn’t guarantee anything. There have been more then a few big names that have leant the clout of their name to various projects, and even that couldn’t elevate the mixtape. On the flipside, you have many artists who guested on tracks with enough firepower to win a war, but since the rest of the project was trash, the records never made any noise. So how do you overcome this and stand out? Get a DJ like Thoro who partners with some of the heavyweight DJs in the industry (Big Mike, P-Cutta) and also big names in the industry (Raekwon, Juelz Santana) and put him with an artist making crazy noise, Cassidy, and now you are cooking up that good shit. But this isn’t the first time these two have hooked up to form a team and put out a mixtape. The Harlem native Thoro and the Philly bred Cassidy have long mixtape history.


“DJ Thoro was actually the first DJ to put me on a mixtape, so I have had a relationship with him since back in the day,” said Cassidy. This was back at the end of 1999. Cassidy’s previous manager brought him through to Thoro’s crib. “That was before Swizz, before Ruff Ryders, before all that,” said Thoro. And what did Thoro notice about Cass first? Cass’s punchlines; what else? “I liked the way he rhymed so I put him on a mixtape… He rhymed over M.O.P.’s “Ante Up” which was hot at the time. I still got that on tape.”


Like other artist/mixtape DJ relationships, this began before anyone blew up. Before either name was in people’s mouths, or even on anyone’s lips. And Cass stands by the dude that has ridden with him from the jump. DJ Thoro does more then just put out mixtapes, or Cass’s mixtapes, he is Cassidy’s official DJ. While one of the popular trends these days are collabos between DJs or artists that never even see each other, let alone be in the same booth or building at the same time that they are collaborating on a record or project, Thoro and Cassidy stay together and are close friends. “I brought him on deck and made him my DJ because it was only right,” said Cassidy. “We have a unique relationship. We have a real friendship. I’m a father, he’s a father,” stated Thoro, “our kids play with each other.” When it comes to being around each other so much Thoro explained, “It makes our work ethic better, and we put out better music.”


That type of relationship isn’t lost on either Thoro or Cass, and it doesn’t slip past people’s ears others. You know when it exists because it elevates the quality of the music. “You can see the material I have and the way that we did it, you got to know we are tight, because that’s the only way it can come together,” said Thoro. Case and point: “Jailhouse Boogie” where while Cass was still upstate doing a bid, he spits some crack over the wire, and then Thoro laced it with a beat. You weren’t hearing that anywhere else.


“Sky’s The Limit” featuring Baby, off of Big Mike and DJ Thoro’s Soundtrack To The Streets 3, was reminiscent of Weezy’s “Ride For My Niggas” joint. Cassidy flexed some versatility and rode the beat and cadence that Lil’ Wayne would have been proud of. “People was really feeling the song in a lot of places I went. I’m traveling around the world, and a lot of places I go people were really feeling the record,” explained Cass. “So I sat down and I listened to it, and realized it was a good joint. One day I was in the studio doing a freestyle and decided to flip it my own way, and tell my own story. Similar vibe, similar melodies, but doing it my own way. But that’s fun to me. Being able to take people’s ideas that they put out and flip it and be original with my lyrics and original with some of my flows I used, but still you can tell I got it from somewhere else. I feel Lil’ Wayne is doing his thing right now and a lot of people feel as though he’s one of the top rappers out right now so a lot of people be comparing us and putting us in the same category. And since niggas did that I thought since people is feeling that song he did, it would be good if I did it and it would just be for the streets.” But he went in even deeper to explain that instead of just riding Wayne’s flow, he took the flow of the chorus and fit his verses around that and rode that. The way the words and flow are spit are not left to luck or happen unintentionally. It is crafted with purpose like that.

And as far as inspirations it reads like a laundry list of MCs and DJs from a bygone era. Whether it was a song or their image, Cassidy is quick to spit a litany of artists. “Scarface to Biz Markie. Special Ed to Big Daddy Kane, Lord Finesse, [Kool] G Rap, D-Nice. EPMD, Melly Mel, EST, Steady B, MC Lyte…” Too many fans of today’s rap game, have no idea of their history. No understanding of the generation before this that inspired the artists they see on TV and hear on the radio. There’s a missing link.

And the importance of the DJ is not something that is lost on either of these two. “A lot of artists have DJs, but you don’t even know who the DJ is. No disrespect to anybody, but take Jim Jones. Nobody knows who the DJ is,” says Thoro. “It’s a lack of respect, they got no respect for the DJs, but Cass understands the importance of that.” And From Cass’ point of view, “I’m rollin’ with a DJ like DJ Thoro who can get [the music] out to my fans,” he said. Thoro points out, “You can have the dopest music in the world, but if nobody plays it, it is irrelevant.” So what makes a dude like Cass so willing to big up and be loyal to his DJ? “I think it’s the kind of hip-hop he was brought up on,” says DJ Thoro. 

Cass paid homage to a long list of these people he respects at the end of “It Is What It Is”. That respect for his processors. “I learned things from them, and other people learned things from them. The whole hip-hop game learned things from them because they contributed to it, so I definitely wanted to shoot my respects to them.” It was a heartfelt and honest move. “Instead of people trying to make a bunch of songs dissing people and starting beef to get publicity, I wanted to turn it around 180, and do a song showing everyone love. I can pay respects to the people who paved the way for me. I can pay respect to people doing their thing, and still get my shine, without going against anybody.”


Thoro is also quick to point out then when he and Cassidy put out a mixtape out, they put out a tape together. They both sit down from Thoro cutting a track, to Cassidy doing a drop, it all happens while the two are side by side. It’s what has become a unique experience in hip-hop of putting ego aside, and checking with someone you trust, to see whether a skit or a bunch of bars really work. And there is trust between the two.

“I just constantly work man,” said Cass when asked about the difference between doing a track for mixtapes versus for an album. “You never know what you gonna do. I don’t plan too much or strategize. I just work. Might be something cool for the mixtapes, it might be something you can shoot a video to. I just try to make the best song possible.


That’s cool, that’s why you got the mixtape game. It’s not like you got to be too original like you would be on an album, you can do anything. Just flip tracks and immediately put it out on the streets. And that’s the fun. The game ain’t as fun as it used to be because they turned it into a business and it’s hard to really have fun and do your thing” said Cassidy.

Aside from working with Cassidy, Thoro wants to work with other artists, and other DJs. “I love working with DJs because I have respect for DJs. Big Mike, P-Cutta, DJ L, Whoo Kid, Clue, Cutmaster C…” fly out his mouth. And when not doing mixtapes, Thoro stays busy producing, and online store he is about to open with Cass, and touring as his official DJ. They are hoping to carry that over to the double CD they are working on with Cassidy’s crew, Larceny Family.


There is an understood confidence that the buzz generated by the summer release of The Hustlas Home, that got the attention of people at J Records, where Cassidy is currently signed. How many times did you rewind the “Get Retarded” track? How many times did you listen to Mr. Reese spitting over that Canibus beat from ’98? “And that was just me getting started,” said Cassidy. “I was gone so long… The fans in the street didn’t get a chance to hear me in a long time.” There’s no doubt momentum that went into B.A.R.S. came from the street response to the mixtape. Grinding and hustling are staples of their diet, and these two are eating good.


“And put this in there too,” said Thoro. “For all you haters, when you see the pinky ring, pay your respect and bow down.” The hustlas home.

