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There’s many things that may surprise you or you may not know about thirty year old DJ Bobby Black. A member of the Superfriends DJ collective, Bobby Black is less well known for a little publicized beef with a fellow Atlanta DJ. You might be surprised to catch dude in his whip listening to Hall & Oates. Wham. Yes. "Owner of a Lonely Heart. Love that song," said Black. So how does a DJ from Springfield, MA with a love for soft rock, get his weight up in a city that has continued to be a hotbed of musical influence for the last ten years? Hustle. Heart. That's how.


With a plane ticket bought by momdukes a decade ago, Bobby Black visited his best friend in the ATL. Out at a club one night, he saw Jermaine Dupri spinning and realized that Atlanta offered him more opportunity then Springfield ever would. Since then he has never looked, or gone, back. While Mom provided the plane ticket, Dad provided the inspiration to DJ. "Really my father put me on to DJing. Honestly...” he said. “The actual art of scratching? I learned that sitting in my Pop's car, messing with the volume, turning it up and down. I was young. It amused me. I always wanted to learn how to scratch," reminisces Black. It wasn't until he was twenty that he actually got his first pair of turntables. And what about the jump into the mixtape game? "I put this on everything I love. My first mixtape I made so I could sit in the car and smoke. I wanted to listen to it continuously to the end, with no interruptions."


No one would argue that ATL is, and has been for a minute, the king of the South. There are more jewels then can even fit in its crown. While other cities are so big, many stars can still hide out. They can slip and slide in and out of clubs without being seen if they don't want to. Atlanta is not set up like that. It is not unusual to be at the club or strip club, and look over and see your favorite rapper making it rain. Or the dude you been watching get his hustle on, who's been bubbling in Atlanta for a minute, to suddenly have that national hit. The banger all over Mtv, radio, ringtones, the airwaves. "I remember when Yung Joc was running around with Miss Behavin. Next thing you know, Joc took off." When DJ Bobby Black had a few friends in from out of town, hitting the clubs, they were amazed to turn around and see DJ Unk. Turn around again and Jeezy pops up. While someone from Atlanta could take that for granted, it is a reminder that the same experience would never be possible back in Springfield. It’s a reminder why Bobby Black moved there in the first place


Most well known for his Down and Dirty series and his new Crack Addiction series, DJ Bobby Black drops a continuous stream of Southern mixtapes, but his roots still reveal his up North heritage. Asked about his early rap influences, Black rattles off a name that is at the top of most of the over twenty-five rap fan's list. "My favorite rapper is Nas. Always has been. Ever since I heard him on 'Back to the Grill Again' I thought he was amazing." Hard to argue that. "I would love to do a tape with him," he said. As far as mixtape DJs? When it comes to mixtapes the Superfriend said, "I'm gonna have to say the first one I really hooked on to was Ron G. My friend had given me Ron G Part 5, and I was hooked ever since. The intros was crazy." After that he followed up with a few more classic names; Dirty Harry and Green Lantern.


It's hard to talk to a mixtape DJ these days and not get into the whole RIAA piece. Many in the industry use a familiar comparison when asked about the subject. "Mixtapes is like drugs. You can't shut it down," Black said. "You can't stop mixtapes. The demand's too high. Especially with the internet. You put a mixtape on the internet and it's gone." So is the internet a good or a bad thing? "Sometimes I drop a tape one day, and the next day I see it all over the internet. I have no clue how they got my mixtape. I just dropped it yesterday!" While this frustrates some mixtape DJs, Bobby Black has another perspective. "It's not frustrating because mixtapes are for promotional use. It's basically to get it in the most hands possible." And to the mixtape sites? "Do your thing," said Black. While heads in NYC are used to copping mixtapes at corner stores, Canal Street, mixtape stands, other areas like Cali and Atlanta have a different distribution network. "Flea markets is where it's at down here," said Black.


When it goes to checking out competition, mixtape DJs have one of two philosophies. They listen to everything to see what their competition and their peers are doing, or they listen to nobody else, keep their head down, and do their own thing. DJ Bobby Black falls into the latter category. "I don't listen to tapes no more, because no one puts effort into tapes. It's just a bunch of songs downloaded. My sister can do that," Black said. So if everyone feels this way, yet the amount of cats doing it is higher then ever, you have to find or make your own lane. What separates Bobby Black from the rest? Why cop that new DJ Bobby Black joint instead of the hundreds of others that dropped that day, over the thousands that dropped that week? "I try to always do intros, and I show some type of skills on a tape. There are times where you do a tape that might not have all songs that blend, but you can still put some creativity behind it. There's no more creativity anymore." Black goes on to lament the mixtape DJs credo of detesting cut and paste, drag and drop DJs, who just put tracks on a tape, slap Lil' Wayne on the cover and that's it.


Everyone has their own process for doing things. They way they do. DJ Bobby Black's compares his process for putting together a mixtape, to a puzzle. "Mixtapes should be like a movie," He said. "It starts from that first piece, and then you just build the puzzle." he said. "It starts with the intro; make sure the intro is crazy. And then the first track should keep you hooked. Then, keep it moving from there." Having his studio in his crib, Bobby Black's daily starts out by waking up, checking messages, returning phone calls, feeding his daughter, and then working on mixtapes. Make some more calls, working. “All day long, working," he laughed.


A tape that will probably stand out more than others to true hip-hop heads is the Lord of the Boards tape hosted by Nitti that Bobby Black dropped. A common complaint from hip-hop's older generation is the lack of history, lack of awareness about where much of today's music comes from. Go back and look over Diddy's resume of tracks. Almost everyone has been lifted from either a well-known or obscure hit of a time gone by. While some people are aware of this borrowing, and it is a part of hip-hop production, Diddy certainly elevated it to a level no one else had taken it before. But the fact remains that there is a rampant lack of awareness. On this mixtape, Black takes the current track and skillfully blends it next to, and over, the original beat. It's almost like Hip-hop Production Education 101. Professor Black is in the building. "I always wanted to do a sample piece. But every sample tape I listened to it was the same samples. When I did Lord of the Boards I tried to get some different samples where people would be like 'Damn, I didn't even know that was a sample!’"


Despite the way it may appear to a listener, getting a host or drop can still be a grind in itself. Having so much talent located in the A can be both a blessing and a curse at the same time. There are at least eleven DJ groups in Atlanta alone. That's eleven groups of DJs trying to get hosting, drops, exclusives. Throw in artists scheduling, it can still be a process to get it all. Sometimes those close quarters can lead to heads bumping. At one point there was beef between DJ Bobby Black and DJ Drama, but that has since been squashed and Bobby Black has nothing but respect for his fellow ATLien and congratulated him on his album and all his success. Even with all that to handle, DJ Bobby Black finds time to DJ in clubs all over the South, pop up in a video or two (DJ Khaled’s “I’m So Hood,” V.I.C.’s “Get Silly” and Young Jeezy’s “Trap or Die”), and handle DJing for Monica.


What's the future hold? "I'm trying to be the greatest show on earth." Unlike most mixtape DJs, Black isn't trying to necessarily make the move to radio. He is happy with the street cred and buzz he has built, and at times feels that the mixtape game is even bigger then the radio game. The next Down and Dirty with Gorilla Zoe, number thirty, just dropped. Black contemplates ending his series at fifty. In fact, he is already working on it. The concept is fifty MCs from the South laying down tracks. He already has thirty of the fifty tracks in place. Other upcoming projects with Usher, Jeezy, Montana Da Mac. With all that in the mixtape chamber, does he ever worry that the mixtape game is in danger of extinction? Not according to Black. “Mixtapes have been around since the beginning. I just downloaded Kool Moe Dee and Busy Bee live. For me to download that now, from the late 70's, early 80's... Mixtapes will always be around." And what about DJ Bobby Black? "Get used to me. I'm here to stay."

